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***

Inaugural Session


The inaugural session was held on November 6, 2007 at 2:30 p.m.  The Executive Secretary began the session by welcoming the participants.  The Assistant Secretary General of the OAS, Ambassador Albert R. Ramdin, and the President of the CIM, Honorable Jacqui Quinn-Leandro, addressed the meeting.  Their speeches are published as documents CIM/CD/INF. 3/07 and CIM/CD/INF. 4/07.

Since the VII Special Assembly of Delegates of the CIM, convened for November 5 and 6, was unable to conclude its work in the time scheduled, the President and the members of the Executive Committee agreed to continue with the Assembly until its work was concluded.  Therefore, the meeting of the Executive Committee was postponed until November 7 at 11:00 a.m. 

Procedure

At the request of the President, the Vice-President assumed chairmanship of the meeting and submitted the Draft Agenda (CIM/CD/doc. 11/07) and the Draft Calendar (CIM/CD/doc. 12/07) to the Executive Committee.  They were approved without changes; however, because of the lack of time to receive the invited guests, the order was changed in practice.  The Final Minutes of the First Regular Session of the Executive Committee, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.10/07 were submitted for approval.  Thus, Agreement No. 1 was adopted. 

1.
Report on the activities of the President and the Permanent Secretariat of the CIM 

The President said that due to time constraints, there would be no verbal presentation of the report, and she referred participants to the documents, CIM/CD/doc.13/07 and CIM/CD/doc.13/07
add. 1. 

2. Elimination of Violence against Women 
The status of the Follow Up Mechanism to the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI) was discussed.  Ambassador Nelson Pineda, Alternate Representative of Venezuela to the OAS, reported on preparations for the Conference of States Parties.  He noted the importance of the issue of violence against women for his government, and offered to host the Conference, but explained that because of the Constitutional referendum to take place in December of 2007, Venezuela would not be able to host the Conference this year.  He reported that it should be postponed until the second half of March or first half of April of 2008.  He pointed out that INAMUJER and the Foreign Ministry of his country were working to set a venue for the event. 

The President thanked Ambassador Pineda for his presentation, stating that CIM hopes to have the pending information as soon as possible.

Next, the Technical Coordinator of MESECVI, Mercedes Kremenetzky, reported on the activities that had been carried out since the previous session.  This included the results of the meeting of the Committee of Experts held in Argentina in July of 2007, and the approval of the national reports and the hemispheric report.  She also reported that her office was hiring a consultant to develop indicators for the purpose of follow-up on recommendations made to governments.

3. 
Follow-up on resolution AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07) Inter-American Year of Women 

Ambassador Osmar Chohfi, Permanent Representative of Brazil to the OAS, thanked the CIM for the invitation to participate in the meeting.  On behalf of his government, he requested CIM’s support for implementation of the mandate contained in resolution AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07) on the designation of 2010 as “The Inter-American Year of Women.”  He stated that a working group will be formed in the Permanent Council to coordinate activities, with the participation of the CIM.  The following topics have been chosen preliminarily:  women and labor, violence against women, women and political participation, and women’s health.  He said that it is very important to consult with the CIM Delegates on any additional topics they would like to include, and that the President of the CIM should communicate these to the Chair of the Permanent Council.  Among the additional activities he suggested was the possibility of conducting an inventory of documents from the past decade, as well as a presentation on best practices and experiences.  He noted that some fundraising must be done to defray the costs of the celebration.


The President offered the floor to the participants, who entered into dialogue with the Ambassador of Brazil and suggested that other topics be added, such as:  micro-credit, women entrepreneurs, women and education, and women in non-traditional jobs.  It was also stated that a deadline must be set for submission of these ideas.


Agreement No. 2 was adopted, which asks the Executive Secretary to support the Permanent Council in forming a working group on “The Inter-American Year of Women” as soon as possible, pursuant to operative paragraph 2 of AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07).


Agreement No. 3 was also adopted, which asks the President to distribute a note to the Principal Delegates reiterating information on The Inter-American Year of Women, and asking them to submit their proposals in this regard before January 15, 2008, so that these can be forwarded to the aforementioned working group.  The Delegates should also begin preparations for the celebration of the Year of Women in each of the member states. 

4. Mandates received from the XXXIII Assembly of Delegates: 2006-2008 Biennial Work Program 


Pursuant to implementation of the mandates received from the XXXIII Assembly of Delegates regarding implementation of the Inter-American Program on the Promotion of Women’s Human Rights and Gender Equity and Equality, the Secretariat invited the Director of the Office of the OAS in Nicaragua, Pedro Vuskovic, and coordinator Odily Castillo, to report on the project called “Participation and Gender Equity in Municipal Public Finances in Nicaragua,” which has been underway with the CIM for the past two years.  There is a proposal to replicate this project in other countries.  Their presentation is published in document CIM/CD/INF. 5/07.


The next speaker was the Director of the Department of Science and Technology, Dr. Michel Bergeron, to present the topic of SEPIA IV Gender, Science, and Technology—Results of the V Regular Meeting of the Inter-American Committee on Science and Technology.  He reported that during the meeting a special session was held on gender and science and technology, with the participation of the Executive Secretary of the CIM and with Dr. Shirley Malcom, Co-Chair of the Gender Advisory Board of the United Nations Commission on Science and Technology for Development, as well as Dr. Glenda Simms, a Jamaican expert, former Delegate to the CIM, and former President of the Advisory Board on the Status of Women in Canada.  The speeches given during the special session can be found on the website of the Department of Science and Technology of the OAS.  Dr. Bergeron announced that on December 12, 2007, the first subregional workshop of the hemispheric program on “Recommendations for Integrating a Gender perspective in Science and Technology Policies and Programs in the Americas” will be held in Chile.  This is being done with the support of the Inter-American Development Bank, the Knowledge Partnership Korea Fund for Technology and Innovation, and the government of Chile.  The program was approved at the First Meeting of Ministers and High Authorities in Science and Technology (Lima, 2004), and was developed in conjunction with the CIM.  Dr. Bergeron’s presentation is published in document CIM/CD/INF. 6/07.
The last presentation under this agenda item was about SEPIA I – Gender and Labor, and was given by the President of the CIM.  She reported on her participation in the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor held September 11-13, 2007 in Trinidad and Tobago where she attended in her dual role as Minister of Labor of her country and President of the CIM.  Her speech, “Strategic Lines of the XV Inter-American Conference of Ministers of Labor to Advance toward Equality and No Gender Discrimination in a Framework of Decent Work,” was well-received by the Labor delegates and inspired numerous interventions, many of them in support of her position.  The President’s speech examined, among other things, the gender gap in labor participation in the Americas; the sex-based divisions of labor; gender discrimination in the labor market; jobs specific to women and their entry into the labor market; and the impact of women’s productive and reproductive role.  The President reported that she concluded that presentation by calling upon the Joint Ministerial Group on Gender and Labor in the OAS to examine this issue at the highest levels of government. 


Once the presentations concluded, the floor was opened for participants to ask questions and offer comments. 

5.
Financing Priorities of the Permanent Observers to the OAS and donors 

Pursuant to Agreement No. 7 of the First session of the Executive Committee, the Director of the Department of External Relations, Irene Klinger, was invited to participate and give a presentation on external funds received in the OAS and how they are distributed.  The delegates listened intently and asked questions.  Agreement No. 4 was adopted, which asks the Executive Secretary to work in coordination with the Office of External Relations of the OAS to convene a meeting of permanent observers and other donors to raise funds to make the Follow Up Mechanisms to the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI) sustainable.

Agreement No. 5 was also adopted, to ask the Department of External Relations of the OAS to create a gender window into which it can channel resources from the permanent observers and donors, encouraging them to finance implementation of CIM’s biennial work program.
6. Preparations for the Thirty-Fourth Assembly of Delegates – Preliminary Draft Agenda 


The Executive Secretary made a brief presentation on the process to be followed to adopt an agenda for the Thirty-Fourth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM.  She specifically referred to the preliminary draft agenda prepared by the Secretariat and published in document CIM/CD/doc.16/07.


Since the delegates said that they would need time in order to prepare their contributions, Agreement No. 6 was adopted.  It asks the President to send to all of the Principal Delegates the preliminary draft agenda of the Thirty-Fourth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM so that they can submit proposals and comments through January 15, 2008.  This way the draft agenda can be submitted to the next session of the Executive Committee for its approval.

7.
Budget execution through October 31, 2007


The budgetary execution presented in document CIM/CD/doc.15/07 was approved.

8. Other business


The Assistant Secretary General addressed the meeting to reiterate his support and that of the Secretary General for the Commission.  He mentioned some aspects and procedures of OAS operations, and remarked about the relationship between the CIM, its Permanent Secretariat, the General Secretariat, and the Office of the Assistant Secretary General.  The Delegates thanked him for his attendance and made some brief observations on his remarks.


The President of the CIM adjourned the second regular session of the Executive Committee of the CIM, and thanked the delegates for their contributions, their flexibility, and all their cooperation during the meeting. 

AGREEMENTS REACHED
Agreement No. 1
To approve the final report of the first regular meeting of the Executive Committee, contained in document CIM/CD/doc.10/07.

Agreement No. 2
To request that the Executive Secretary coordinate with the Permanent Council in the formation of the working group under operative paragraph 2 of resolution AG/RES. 2322 (XXXVII-O/07), “Inter-American Year of Women.”

Agreement No. 3
To request that the President to send the principal delegates a reminder note on the transmittal of information on the celebration of 2010 as the Inter-American Year of Women, requesting that they send their proposals on the matter to the Permanent Secretariat by January 15, 2008, so that they may be sent to the working group to be formed within the Permanent Council and so that preparations may begin for the celebration in each of the member states. 

Agreement No. 4
To request that the Executive Secretary, in coordination with the OAS Department of External Relations, convene a meeting of permanent observers and other donors to seek resources in support of the sustainability of the Mechanism for Follow-up on Implementation of the Convention of Belém do Pará (MESECVI).

Agreement No. 5
To request that the OAS Department of External Relations create a gender window to channel permanent observer and donor resources toward funding the implementation of the CIM’s biennial work program.

Agreement No. 6
To request that the President  send to all principal delegates the preliminary draft agenda of the Thirty-fourth Assembly of Delegates of the CIM (CIM/CD/doc.16/07 rev. 1) so they may issue their proposals and comments by January 15, 2008, and the draft agenda may be approved at the next regular meeting of the Executive Committee. 

Agreement No. 7
To approve the budgetary execution through October 31, 2007, as set forth in CIM/CD/doc.15/07.
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